CFAP 2021 Summer Camp

Best Summer Ever
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Funded by the Oregon Community Foundation of the State Department of
Education, the Chinese Friendship Association of Portland (CFAP) held a four-
week K-12 students summer camp from July 6th to 30th. Fifty-five elementary
and middle school students participated in this summer camp, ranging in age
from 5 to 13 years old. The students were divided into 4 classes: Pre-K, Grade
1&2, Grade 3&4 and Grade 5-8. Students arrived at school at 8:30 in the
morning, started classes at 9:00, and returned home at 3:30 in the afternoon. The
morning classes focus on learning Chinese language and Chinese culture, and
the afternoon has cultural talent classes, including waist drum dance, Tai Chi fan,

calligraphy and origami, etc.

It" s a first time for CFAP to organize such a big event. We worked hard to

develop our own characteristics.

1) Our summer camp is trying to create a cultural inheritance model for
ethnic minority groups, that is: use our own teachers, our own language
and our own methods to tell our own cultural stories and educate our own
children. China has a history of 5,000 years of excellent civilization.
Overseas Chinese all hope that our children can pass on the excellent
Chinese traditions. This wish is not enough to rely on one or two families
alone. Overseas Chinese groups have responsibilities and obligations of
passing on our culture from generation to generation, and it requires the
joint efforts of our communities, groups, and society to create
opportunities and build platforms so that our cultural traditions can be
passed on and carried forward from generation to generation. This is our
original intention for holding this summer camp.

2) The curriculum design of our summer camp is to combine language
learning and cultural knowledge. Language is a carrier of culture and is
closely related to culture. Adhering to this philosophy, our summer camp
integrates cultural learning into every activity and sets up a platform for
children to "understand"”, "experience" and "practice" the Chinese culture.
In the calligraphy class, the children practice writing "Fu" (happiness) and
auspicious words; in the origami class, the children learn to make red

lanterns; in the dance class, the children practice playing the waist drum
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and experience the joyful rhythm of the Chinese nation; in the martial arts
class, the children practiced the essence of Chinese martial arts “hard and
soft” with the music of the Henan opera "Mulan”; in the handicraft class,
the children learn to weave bracelets and turn hand ropes; in the ancient
poem singing class, the children appreciate the poetic and pictorial beauty
of rhythm in ancient Chinese poems through songs, dances, stories and
painting. Idiom phrases are a special language form not found in other
languages. After learning the idiom stories, children arrange the idiom
stories into dramas to experience the wisdom of Chinese ancestors who
developed these phrases over thousands of years. The parents said with
emotion: “They have been exposed to so much knowledge of traditional
Chinese culture in this month” , “The Association provides such a good
opportunity for children to be exposed to so much traditional Chinese
culture in the United States. The children are so happy and so curious
about everything", "at the same time they understand the culture of their
own and make them more confident.”

Our summer camp has created a fun, interesting and relaxing learning
environment for students. For children, play is life, life is play, and they
learn with playing. Game teaching activities can satisfy their curiosity,
allowing children to learn Chinese along with singing, dancing, listening,
speaking, drawing, playing, and acting. From the "reciting of ancient
poems" in the pre-k class to the "Chinese zodiac martial arts exercises" in
the grades 1 and 2 class, to the "tour to the zoo" in the grades 3 and 4
class, to the "traditional Chinese costumes" in the grade 5+ class, children
learn by doing, doing in learning, and truly feel the joy of learning. "Weary
to learn" is changed to "eager to learn”, "like to learn”, "love to learn”, and
"happy to learn". After four weeks of study, the students’ Chinese has
improved a lot. A parent said: “My child learned to write a few Chinese
characters at home for a year. But they can write so many Chinese
characters just a few days at the summer camp.” The most gratifying thing
is that the summer camp has changed the children's attitude towards

Chinese learning, from the previous "feeling frustrated with Chinese

characters” to the current "self-learning”. A parent said: "My daughter no
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longer needs my reminder to learn Chinese, and she will take the initiative
to bring it up every day."

Our eight high school interns also made great contributions to this
summer camp. The joining of interns is another new attempt for us to
provide learning opportunities to high school students. The eight interns
are with the children every day. They are the "adults" that the children can
see every day and the "little teachers" for the children to ask for help.
During classes, the interns walked around in the classroom to help the
children learn culture and language, and at the same time practice their
own Chinese language. The interns accompany the children to study, eat,
go to the toilet, wash their hands, dance, practice waist drums, practice Tai
Chi fans. At the same time, they are the children's "little teachers”, guides
and friends. The interns are both "adults” and "children" and have learned
many things in practice, such as organizational skills, leadership skills, and
self-discipline skills. At the same time, they also got their first pay in their

lives.

Looking back on the whole process of this summer camp, we learned a lot.
Thanks to the organizational structure of the association for providing us with
the possibility of applying for the funding; thanks to the State Education Bureau
"Oregon Community Foundation” for the funding, thanks to the teachers and the
interns for their hard work and dedication. Without you all, our summer camp
could not be so successful. The four-week summer camp ended successfully on
July 30. The children had a pleasant summer, filling in the lack of school and
peers during the epidemic, and satisfying the joy of playing and learning with
their peers. At the closing performance of the summer camp, hearing the
children chanting ancient Chinese poems, and watching the children beating the

red waist drums joyfully, the eyes of so many parents were wet.









Grade 1&2 Pictures
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Grade 3&4 Pictures







Grade 5+ Pictures
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Paper-Folding Class Pictures
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Interns Pictures
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“Thanks so much for taking care of our kids this July and most importantly
teaching them Chinese traditional arts, poems, performances and writing
Calligraphy, just to name a few.

Kids have been talking about what they've learned at school and new friendships
they've made everyday back home. They were exposed to so much of Chinese
traditional cultural knowledge within this one month. We parents are very much
appreciated. The program was very well designed and the curriculum was so
enriched, certainly well combined with both fun and learning.

Please pass our appreciation to the whole CFAP organization.

You guys rock and did a wonderful job!



“| just like to say a big Thank you to you, all the teachers and all the volunteers.
| was really impressed by the program you created. My son was not happy when
| told him that he will go to a Chinese summer camp for a month. But he ended
up enjoying it and learnt our culture. We taught him Chinese at home. Your
camp changed his attitude towards learning Chinese. He put his limited Chinese
in use and had fun in the camp. Also Chinese song, fan dancing, and calligraphy
are something we didn't do at home. | also learnt them from you in terms of

making Chinese learning more fun.”



